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A TRUE and FAITHFUL, 


RELATION 


Of the late Dreadful Fire at 


Northampton, 


BEGINNING 


On Munday the 20th of this Inſtant Septenaber , 
about 9, of the Clock, and contiruing till the | 
nexc morning Six a Clock, i which time che 


of St, Allhallows and the Market-Croſs, were 
eonſumed to Aſhes, together witn molt of the 
Inhabitants goods lodg'd in the Church, and 
near the ſaid Crofs, 
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| greateſt part of the Town, with the Church 
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A TRUE and faichful ACC@UNT: 
of the late | 
DREADFUL.FIRE 
| AT _ 
NORTHAMPTON, 
CE co od cot he LS 
"8 Cloth, in which time the gre} p rt of the Toyn,}. 


with the Church of St, Allhallows, and the M inket 


craſs was coefumed to Aſhes',, rgether with moſt of the 
Tahabifants Goods lodg'd in het wrch "and Fd the 
TE 


F ſaid Croſs. | 

Hoge Ineed'not, and TamfureTdo hattgke de- 
light in recellingto mind the roi > 
©!the (ad and rvinous Elements of fire,” AH "that 
were not concern'd rememberwith athi3t*rment* 
Aid'all thatwere remember with ſortow the ſhe ef: 
tes 
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I, in London the _—_ Metropolis > this 
moftfieviſhing.Kingdom, whereimehe greateſt parts. 
2; 9a res fapahe whole) nathnk fufer's.. 
BY this-1 meation6aly.by the by ;;kad becaiſo vpyh.- 
ſuch anoccaſion [ could not poſibly avoid ir, 
Northampton, the Tragical (ubje@ of my' preſent diſ- 
courle, was a Town of thit emminence, that it woujd 
appeer vorfiup:rtivent ge tefcribey; or which: is" all 
ove to commend ir, a Town fo well known, and re- 
ſorted to for its Trade, fo trlgved for its ſciruation, 
and fo emmingnt for its beauty, chat to enlarge my 
ſelf inthecommetwdation of ittzwobld leem covers way 
impertiaent, therefore I ſhall ſay no more of it then 
what is in ordor to the malerable calamity that hath 
lately befallen it, FL Th 
On Mindy the ate and twehterh day of this-Inſtant 
September, about noon-bappened init a moſt dread{ul 
Fire in $ Sem berihat Fatal Month.in which began that” 
never to be forgotten deſtraRion of this moſt ARious 
City-; af wiich remarkadle judgment, none that ever 
befel the Nation, of this kind, could be a more.exat 
prrallel, for (beſides that it begzn.in the ſame month) 
inthe franifcneſs of its original, the ſuddenneſs. of .its 
ruin, and in proportion the extent of it's defolation 
I think1 may ſay:it exceeded: I am lure it; equall'd;it" 
in the deplorableneſs of, it's conflagration, : All 'that 
knew Northampton, knew!itto be a tae compact, 
and glorious Thwn, admirable for it's ſatelineſs- of 
ſtrucure, and dynentions of the ſtreet, which Ws 
| allmo 
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allmoft all: confined by this Tiranoes Element within 
cheſpaceofthirty hours, OCT RE Bd, 

The Fire began as I have ſaid about 9 a clock near- 
the Caſlle/ar the welt end of! the Town at a thatch'd 
houſe inSt, 247) {trect, and'though people are apt up- 
of ſuch ſad occaſions tg attribute the original to mal- 
lice, revenge or ſome ſecondary cauſe, yet queſtionleſs 
God Almi hy was the ſuperintendent, tad next aſter 
him, poſibly the negleRot ſome perſon or other in the 
poor womans houſe where the Fire began might oc- 
caſion it, We wiay all remember upon that daythe wind 
was very high, and we cannot but be ſenſible that the 
(eaſon hath not been ſo dry for many years paſt, So that 
though ar gon day the Flame could not but be "eaſily 
diſcovered, and as a man would have thought, ſup- 
prefſed, yet upoti the concurrance of thele accidents it 
ſo diffuſed it ſelfas to become unquenchable, and to 
deftroy that once famous Town, as followeth, 

The furemenrlened St, "Maryfirect iswholy confum- 
ed quite into:the horſe-market,all roungDrapety hill, 
and all Cormbi1 burned not: a Houſe: ſtanding, all Sr. 
G!les Street” conſumed to'aſhes. Burned-in Ship. ſtreet 
as far aSthe Roſeand Crown and ſemewhat beyond! 
Burned in Byidg- $1reetas far 'as* Famer i Balies ar the 
Signof the threePots for twwopence, only hear and there 
2 houſe ſtanding, and/in ſhort, fo ' univerſal was the 
deſtruQion, that dwwiding; the Tomggynto four parts, 
mare'than threeofthem-are burtied, for there'is left 
nothing ſtanding more then the Bride; Dan 5 
Jef! ut 
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londrquaſects and a placethey call: Cotton-end, which - 
are only the corners and as it were the out-$kigts ofthe; 
Town. 7 | 

The people terrified withthe {uddainneſgant unex- - 
peRednels of fo dreadivl & judgment were all (track 
with a ſtrang horrevt and. amazement not knowing . 
( poor ſouls ) which way-to avoid the ſad and diſmal 
cffe@s of it, ſome willing to preſeryg their houſey, 
covered them with wet blankets, &e, for while 
they endeavoured to ſave their houſes they loſt their 
goods, and others, deſparing of that , while they en- 
deavoured to preſerve their goods, they haſlarded 
their lives, But what was moſt remarquable was the 
burning of the Markat- Crols which ſtood upan Corn- 
Hill ſo far diſtant , from houſes that in human reaſon 
it ſhould not have been fired, but the people throng'd 
and crowded their houſel tuff about it'lo thick that at 
laſt ſome of the goods toking fire they were all burnt, 
> andwith them; the Croſs down to theground. T 
jj.” ” They had four Churches ofwhich the-moſt famons i 
was that of St. Alholowes, ſtanding as it were in the 
| heart of the Town, thc people took for a ſanfltuary/ 
as well in acemporal as a ſpiritval ſence, and allwho 
habitation were adjacent | braught. as many of their 
$85 paſtbly they ond thither, but alas we ſee by 
woſu}l experience:that this elemiem ſpares not even 
theſe ſanftity'd houles, but makes them urns: co them 
ſelves:as they are to-the:deccalcd; :. and {or it washere, L 
torthoſ2izing on i8 btirg/d zottheChureh it ſelf bur _ 
& p that 
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that wisin it, The thtee other Churches that were 
not-ſb conſiderable were in the remoter pitts of the 
Town, {6 that they' came not within the'Reach of the 
| fire but are yer Randing as monuments of Gods mercy 
that: he has yet left the inhabitants places where the y 
may make their Supplications to him whois 2 con- 
ſuming fire, 

Thereare mary diſcourſes among the Towns Fo!k 
(as I have already intimated to you) how this fire be- 
g4n, and ſome will not believe but that it was done by 
treachery, becauſe that at the very beginning of it the 
Town was in a flame in ſeveral places far remote from 
the places where it was firſt diſcover'd, but ſober per- 
ſons having noreaſon to ſuſpeR any ſuch malicious vile 
lains in that neighbour-hood , conclude the ſuddain 
ganeng of it to be accalioned: by the thatch of the 
houſe, blown by the violence of the Wind and on a ſud- 
dain carried into diſtant places inthe Town though 
undifcerned by them in the great amazement they 
were in, which I look upon to be the ſobereſt and moſt 
rational account, that I have yet heard on, 

And thus in ſhort I have given you the moſt exaR 
and compendious Relation of this lamenrable accident, 
of which I was an ey-witneſs,and in which (I am ſure) 
I was a confiderable ſufferer and I have done it the ra- 
rather becauſe I have obſerved upon ſuch occaſions fo 
many falſe, or at beſt imperfeR relations to be Printed 
and Publiſhed by thoſe who regard neither the farisfa- 


Rivn ofthe people in general, nor the prejudice thr y 
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by do to perſons: concern' 
A Fhat. they, hear gt or 8 non | 
derable. gain to themſelves, "But this 1 wed Ava "4k 
upon examination willprove to be ſphonelt. and faith-- 
full an account, that noge_ will repent ofthe; paits. be 
beſtowes in reading k, .ot the; coſts 1 - +. 
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